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over the Iroquois who he believes gave birth to self-government in 
America and " effected a union of States.'' Whether the term "States " 
may be applied to the tribal system of the New York Indians is at least 
questionable. While Mr. Halsey has drawn to some extent upon W. W. 
Campbell and to a greater extent upon W. L. Stone for his facts, he has 
also added considerable new material. Although not a piece of scien- 
tific historical writing in the sense that authorities are carefully indicated 
in footnotes, it is apparent that the book is the result of painstaking in- 
vestigation. An excellent bibliography of printed and manuscript 
material relating to the Susquehanna frontier completes the volume. 

C. H. Rammei.kamp. 

A Historical Geography of the British Colonics. By C. P. Lucas. 
Vol. V., Canada. Fart I. (London and New York : Henry 
Frovvde. 190 1. Pp. 370.) 

Dean Stanley, in the preface of his interesting work, Sinai and 
Palestine, has pointed out the connection between history and geography. 
He says : (1) An insight into the geographical features of any country 
may elucidate the general character of a nation to which it has furnished 
a home. (2 ) The geographical situation of a country may have influence 
upon the forms and expressions of its poetry, its philosophy and its wor- 
ship. (3) The connection between history and geography is seen in the 
explanation of the events that have occurred in any locality, as, for exam- 
ple, between a battle and a battle-field, a campaign and the seat of war. 
The method of the historian seeking as a geographer to elucidate history 
may evidently be followed with much profit. The question arises, does 
the present work fairly deserve the title of an historical geography ? No 
doubt the first sixty and the last twenty pages of the work — about one- 
quarter of the whole — do pay some attention to the relation of the topog- 
raphy to the events being described, yet the remainder of the book is 
very much after the model of our ordinary Canadian histories. 

In one respect it falls short of these histories. The history of French 
Canada is admittedly the most difficult portion of Canadian history to 
treat, and the most barren of results to the painstaking historian. No 
work on this period has yet equalled that of Garneau, written in the French 
language. He succeeded in giving a fair picture of the social and polit- 
ical history of New France. The present work on historical geography 
has completely ignored these phases of the subject and has paid chief 
attention to the exploration of the water system of New France, and to 
the wars of the two rivals in the New World — England and France. So 
much is the latter feature prominent, that the work might fairly be classed 
as what the school of Green would call "a drum and trumpet history." 
But while this is true, yet the work is a very interesting treatment of the 
history of Canada up to the time of the conquest of 1759. 

The writer has a clear and epigrammatic style, much facility of expres- 
sion, and the happy faculty of illustrating the points of Canadian his- 
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tory by rapid reference to the history of other lands. His method of 
laying hold of some remote allusion to the point under discussion from 
works of biography or general literature is very effective. Chapter VII., 
" Louisbourg, " and Chapter IX., "The Conquest of Canada," are the 
best as to treatment in the book, and the author has evidently undertaken 
them con amove. The exploratory part, which is largely a condensation 
of Parkman, does not seem very well done, while the closing chapter of 
general summary is labored — not spontaneous — and is the least inter- 
esting part of the work. 

A few small inaccuracies occur in the book. There seems no 
reason for using the antiquated form habitans i nstead of habitants. Though 
the name "Griffin" is given to La Salle's unfortunate vessel in school 
histories, yet the form "Griffon," the original name, would be better 
for this work. Most Canadian historians have preferred the form " D' Aul- 
nay " to " D'Aunay " for the powerful enemy of the La Tours of St. 
John. Duluth, the great leader of early voyageurs, should hardly be 
called a coureur de bois. The distinction in the use of " Hudson " for 
the bay and "Hudson's" for the company is not usually followed by 
our author as it ought to be. 

While we should have been better satisfied if in the volume before us 
there had been a fuller treatment of the great work done by Laval in the 
higher sphere, and by Talon, the intendant, on the material side of life 
in New France, and would have thought it necessary to describe some- 
what fully the restrictions on trade, the gross corruption in all depart- 
ments of the public service, and especially the apathy produced among 
the French Canadians by the career of the scoundrel Bigot, as causes of 
the fall of New France, yet we appreciate highly the book looked at from 
the author's point of view, and are delighted to see the appearance of the 
series treating the history of the colonies of the British Empire in so 

pleasing a manner. 

George Bryce. 

The Early Trading Companies of New France : a Contribution to the 

History of Commerce and Discovery in North America. By H. 

B. Biggar, B.A., B.Litt. (Oxon.). (Toronto : University of 

Toronto Library. 1901. Pp. xii, 308.) 

In the settlement and exploitation of New France, the ambitious 
court at Versailles was chiefly impelled by greed of dominion — the thing 
which to-day we call imperialism. French courtiers and military men 
were possessed by a passion for high adventure, and eagerly sought this 
new field of endeavor ; merchants and ship-masters, particularly in the 
northern ports, yearned for the loaves and fishes of the fur trade ; eccle- 
siastics, then conducting splendid missionary enterprises in South Amer- 
ica and Asia, had a chivalrous desire to Christianize the wild men of 
North America. The history of New France has therefore to be ap- 
proached from several points of view : that of the political agent, of the 



